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   THE ACOUSTIC CALENDAR ®                                                                Bristol, Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucester, Hampshire, Somerset, Wiltshire
  The monthly calendar of folk clubs, singarounds, acoustic sessions & open mics:  all about DIY music (not concerts, gigs, ceilidhs, etc).  Its 
purpose is to keep you informed of all the places where you can take your voice and/or instrument and join in or do your own thing.
  It has three parts: (1) monthly Calendar of events;  (2) alphabetical Venues List, giving a fuller description & contact details for each venue; 
(3) list of Festivals for the coming months (updated as details become available).  Each part can be downloaded in pdf format.  The Calendar can 
also be downloaded in a Word version so you can customise it according to your local requirements.
  If you’d like my more-or-less twice monthly Acoustic Calendar Updates delivered to your inbox, let me know, using the contact form on the 
website.                       ® Tony Watts,  http://sanchobramble.weebly.com
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England  Â  West Country

 As I write, the local session scene has wound down somewhat as the 
festival season peaks. At least one local session (currently at Charlton 
Musgrove, near Wincanton) is looking to re-locate due to the landlord’s 
proposal to initiate a £100 charge for the room! No news of a fresh 
venue yet. My own local tends to shut around 10.00pm most nights due 
�����������������������ǡ���������������������ǯ�������������������ϐ������������
or imposed early closure on us. But I guess it’s only a matter of time – 
life’s pretty tough for rural pubs. 
 Which is a roundabout way of suggesting that, if we want to 
retain the venues we use, then we need to support them, even if 
you don’t feel like singing or playing – go along and have a pint, chat 
with your friends and come home with a nice, warm feeling. It’s far 
better than driving past a closed pub and remembering the wonderful 
nights you used to have there! The new session season will have kicked 
off by the time you read this, and I’m hoping to make it round a few 
more venues than has recently been possible for me. Among others, I’m 
looking forward to getting down to Rainer Wittlin’s music night at the 
King William, Barn Street, Crewkerne,���ͳͺ�ͺ��ǡ��������ϐ������������
of the month. Rainer’s number is 01460 75576 if you want to know 
more. Incidentally, Meg Rose put on a superb night in the King Billy a 
month or so ago with Phil Beer as the guest – sold out, as you might 
expect.
 Another, long-time favourite is Eli’s, at Huish Episcopi (Somerset and 
Dorset have some of the best village names in the country) on the third 
Saturday from September to May (and not just because the landlady 
always gives me a kiss!) I think this’ll be our 21st season there. If you’re 
looking for concert-type entertainment, try the Wessex Acoustic Folk 
Club at the RBL Club, Blandford. Always a good guest list – see their 
website for dates and guests.
 Having failed to get down to Sidmouth last year, I took the motorbike 

NORTH DORSET & SOUTH SOMERSET    report

Trooper Song Sessions

�
by  our Correspondent  for
  North Dorset & South Somerset

John WALTHAM
Dorset born singer, song collector and 
organiser of Trooper Song Sessions, Dorset 
Song Weekends and occasional one-off 
events, as well as guesting at a few Scots and 
Irish festivals.

 SOMERSET (N. Som � BRISTOL, BATH, NEARBY):   1-LINE SUMMARIES.      For full details, see our online Members DIRECTORY, www.folklife-directory.uk 
                             � our Membership (only £15 a year! see page 3)  includes listings & your publicity & FW posted to you 

   � MeMbers List 1:    VeNUes   �           Song — Music — Poetry — Story — Dance  �  Clubs — Concerts — Singarounds — Sessions — Dance Clubs & Ceilidhs    �
Day Varies   Som. CROWCOMBE  HALSWAY MANOR conc., dances www.halswaymanor.org.uk  All enquiries 01984 618274
Day Varies   Som. PRIDDY KIZZY MUSIC CONCERTS   www.kizzymusic.co.uk Dean Collier  01749 678949
1st Sun Som. CROWCOMBE  HALSWAY MANOR SUN. CLUB  www.halswaymanor.org.uk  All enquiries 01984 618274
2nd Sun Som. CROWCOMBE  HALSWAY MANOR SESSIONS www.halswaymanor.org.uk  All enquiries 01984 618274
4th Fri Som.  ASHILL ASHILL SINGAROUND /MUSIC SES (no website) ............................ Tony Watts 01823 480414
4 a year Sat  Som. MINEHEAD ACORN ACOUSTIC MUSIC CLUB  has now closed, see news 
  � MeMbers List 2:   PerFOrMers    �           Pf.1 Folk Music & Song —  Pf.2 Folk  Dance   —  Pf.3 Spoken Word           �  
Pf.1c Folk Music & Song - Solo  
Somerset BILL CRAWFORD                            (no website)  ................................................................... Bill Crawford 01278 450838
Pf.1e       Shanty Groups, Duos, & Solo                
Somerset The ACORN SHANTY CREW               www.acornshantycrew.co.uk ....................................................... Eileen Ann  07811 744158

  � MeMbers List 3:   MeDiA    �
M.1 ONLINE FOLK MAGAZINES & LISTINGS
Somerset & Dorset SOMERSET AND DORSET FOLK DIARY www.sadfolk.co.uk   Steve Cunio
South-West, + part SE THE ACOUSTIC CALENDAR (was: A.C. for Wessex) http://sanchobramble.weebly.com Tony Watts
M.3 FOLK RADIO 
  Som   JOHNNY COPPIN (BBC Somerset) www.bbc.co.uk/gloucestershire  Johnny Coppin 01453 885088

  � MeMbers List 4:   serVices    �
S.2  AGENTS,  MANAGERS,  PROMOTERS, MCs & STAGE MANAGEMENT          • for Dance or Concert Series:   see “LIST 1: VENUES” 
Somerset BILL CRAWFORD (no website) Bill Crawford 01278 450838 

 ��see  DIARY-LISTINGS Pages (follows these news pages)  for      � List 5 : WORKSHOP DIARY     �  List 6 : FESTIVAL DIARY (next 12 months) �

down there for the Monday. As usual, I got little further than the 
Volunteer, where I was able to catch up with a lot of people I wanted to 
see, and a few who I’d not expected as well (including Roisin White, who 
I must get over here again – a really great singer). Will Noble offered me 
free tickets for the UK Ploughing Championships as it’s “down your way 
this year”. Turns out it’s in Warwickshire – however big does he think 
Dorset is??

             John Waltham
01963 362890 •  jhnwaltham<at>yahoo.co.uk 

North Dorset & South Somerset  Clubs & Sessions:  your details welcome
 King William, Barn St, Crewkerne, Somerset, 1st Monday of the 
month. Music session, but they did allow me a song! And the music’s 
lively.
 Baker Arms, Child Okeford, Blandford, Dorset 2nd Thursday of the 
month, charles@childokeford.plus.com. A long established and usually 
very enjoyable evening of music and song
 The Plough, Manston, Sturminster Newton, DT10 1HB. 4th 
Thursday of the month. 01963 363816. Popular evening of mixed music 
and song.
 Eli’s (Rose & Crown), Huish Episcopi, Langport. 3rd Saturday of the 
month, not June, July, August. 01823 481253. “And on the 8th Day, He 
created Eli’s, and Lo! there was singing”
 Camelot Music Nights, Davis Hall, West Camel, Yeovil. See the web 
for details. Concert nights to a high standard, pre-booked slots only, 
but good listening and a broad range of material.
 Wessex Acoustic Folk Club, RBL, Blandford. See web for details. 
Fridays monthly. First rate guests with excellent support acts. Not 
cheap, but worth it.
 Chalk & Cheese, Maiden Newton. 3rd Sunday, usually. Starts around 
����SP�IRU�DQ�HDUO\�ÀQLVK� ��FKHFN�ZLWK���������������0DLQO\�PXVLF��
with some songs. Always interesting and fun.
 Unicorn, Bayford, Wincanton, BA9 9NL 1st Wednesday of the 
month, music only.  07788 517827. Can be very good, and the cider’s 
excellent.
 The Trooper Inn Stourton Caundle, near Sturminster Newton,  
Dorset DT10 2JW.  2nd Sunday of the month, The Trooper Folk Song 
Night ®, 8.30pm. not July or August. John Waltham, 01963 362890, 
jhnwaltham@yahoo.co.uk.  Songs mostly – but musicians welcome too. 
Contrary to popular belief, John does not lynch anyone who sings non-
traditional stuff!  
 And 4th Sunday of the month, The Trooper Folk Music Night ®, 
Mandy Waltham, 01963 362890, jhnwaltham@yahoo.co.uk  Emphasis 
will be on tunes rather than songs. All welcome, to join in or listen. 
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SWINDON FOLKSINGERS CLUB ®, Ashford Road Club, 
upstairs; 17-18 Ashford Rd, SN1 3NT.     Fri, 8.15 - 11pm

Music & Songs amongst Friends!    (est. January 1960)
Our current prices are: Guest Nights ~ £4 members, £5 
visitors; Club nights ~ £2 all comers. Visitors who 
attend Club nights can enrol as members free of charge 

05-Oct Club night
12-Oct Vikki Appleton Fielden. ‘Yorkshire Yankee’ with topical, 
  traditional and comic songs from both sides of the Atlantic.
19-Oct Club night
26-Oct Cosmetheka. Welcome to this new generation of old friends. 
  The world’s their stage! www.cosmotheka.co.uk
02-Nov and 09-Nov   Club nights
16-Nov Iona Fyfe & Luc McNally.�ǲ���������������ǯ��ϐ�����������
   ballad singers” sings with this versatile guitarist and singer
   from Co.Durham.  https://ionafyfe.com, www.lucmcnally.com
23-Nov, 30-Nov, 07-Dec, 14-Dec Club nights
21-Dec Christmas Party.  Seasonal cheer
28-Dec.  Closed. Recharge those batteries . . .
��������	���������������������ǲ�����������ϔ���������������ǳǤ
	��������ϔ������������������������������������������Ǥ�������������������
if guests become available.   
Regular visitors to the Club are requested to take out annual membership 
with our generous hosts: the Ashford Road Club.

® Contact Eric Stott 	 01793 521 301, eric.stott2@ntlworld.com  
 New webpage:  https://swindonfolksingers.wordpress.com
     ~ and see us on Facebook  

DEVIZES FOLK CLUB ®,  
20 St John’s Street, Devizes SN10 1BT.
        Mondays except Bank Holidays & Aug, 8pm

 Devizes Folk Club invites all to share their music with a 
friendly group of enthusiasts of all types of folk music, songs 

and traditions. All welcome.
October
 • 1  All Welcome • 8  Guest: Tbc ?
 • 15  All Welcome
 • 22  Guest: Dave Webber & Anni Fentiman
 • 29  All Welcome
November
 • 5  All Welcome • 12  Guest: Tbc?
 • 19  All Welcome • 26  Guest: Martyn Wyndham-Read
® Bob & Gill Berry, 07714 550990, info@devizesfolkclub.co.uk

www.devizesfolkclub.co.uk & see Facebook: Devizes Folk Club

VILLAGE PUMP FRIDAY FOLK ®, behind Lamb Inn, Mortimer Street, Trowbridge BA14 8BN. 1st & 3rd Fri, 8pm• see �ĉěĊėę�ćĊđĔĜ
 The autumn season features wide ranging music from traditional to contemporary roots.  The major event of the season is Peter 
Knight’s Gigspanner Big Band is on 22 November in a 
one-off venue to accommodate a bigger audience at Holy 

Trinity Church, Trowbridge.  Tickets cost £18. All other events take 
place at the Village Pump itself and cost £10 for guest nights and £3 for 
open mic.  Phone 01225 865107 for further information and tickets. 
 Skilled singer, guitarist and interpreter of the folk tradition Chris 
Foster is the guest on 5 October with support from Bernard Hoskin. 
Sarah McQuaid whose voice has been likened to malt whisky, melted 
chocolate and honeyed wine visits us on 2 November with support 
from an amazing young guitarist Christopher McDonnellǤ� ���� ϐ�����
guest of the year is Tom Lewis on 7 December whose self-penned 
and traditional songs about seafaring and stories about the lure of the 
sea are both entertaining and informative. Antoine and Owena who 
won the Purbeck Rising Award at last year’s Purbeck Festival provide 
�������Ǥ� ������ϐ����������������������������Ǥ�	������ǡ������������Night 
for Dorothy to raise funds for our local hospice featuring Steam Shed 
and John Alderslade’s Stonegallows is on 1 December.

® Rosie Upton,   01225 865107,   
rosieupton@icloud.com,   www.villagepump.org.uk

             • WILtshire    (with  Swindon)  1 •
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If you would like to be publicised in FW ~ it’s only £15 a year!
• your membership includes FW posted to you, each issue!  
• We can set up your publicity:  
   ~ the £15 can include several listings & news items ~
   ~ we help by drafting LISTINGS, for you to approve/change before 
       we list them on www. folklife-directory. uk (+ summaries in FW)
���̱����������������������ϐ�����ǡ���������������������������setting up
       NEWS ITEMS, again for you to approve/change; and
   ~ we help setting up ADVERTS from your emailed text & images

Contact Sam@folklife.co.uk / see p.3
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Our DORSET NEWS print pages:  read ONLINE and DOWNLOAD, on folklife.org.uk/Dorset

BRIDPORT FOLK FESTIVAL ®  FUNDRAISERS, various dates & venues
     Please check the website for various Festival fundraisers.   All proceeds 
go towards putting on Bridport Folk Festival. 

www.bridportfolkfestival.com/events.html

---   Jul tbc, Bridport Folk Song & Dance Festival 
� ֜������	ĊĘęĎěĆđ��ĎĆėĞ�ĕĆČĊĘ

-  �ćĔěĊ�ĎĘ����ǡ�Ćēĉ�ĜĆĘ�ĈĔĒĕĎđĊĉ�ćĞ�ęčĊ��ĉĎęĔėĘ�Ĕē�ćĆĘĎĘ�Ĕċ�ĕėĊěĎĔĚĘ�ĊēęėĎĊĘ

 DORSET:       1-LINE SUMMARIES.      For full details, see our online Members DIRECTORY, www.folklife-directory.uk 
   � our Membership (only £15 a year! see page 3)  includes listings & your publicity & FW posted to you

  � MeMbers List 1:    VeNUes   �           Song — Music — Poetry — Story — Dance  �  Clubs — Concerts — Singarounds — Sessions — Dance Clubs & Ceilidhs    �
2nd Sun Dorset   STOURTON CAUNDLE THE TROOPER FOLK SONG NIGHT   www.thetrooperinn.co.uk/events John Waltham 01963 362890
4th Sun Dorset   STOURTON CAUNDLE THE TROOPER FOLK MUSIC NIGHT  www.thetrooperinn.co.uk/events     Mandy Waltham 01963 362890
and (not listed online in our Directory because various events pop up from time to time - please check their online calendar ....)
various Dorset   BRIDPORT FESTIVAL EVENTS & FUNDRAISERS at various venues   www.bridportfolkfestival.com/events.html   

 ��see  DIARY-LISTINGS Pages (follows these news pages)  for      � List 5 : WORKSHOP DIARY     �  List 6 : FESTIVAL DIARY (next 12 months) �


